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5. Traffic and Parking Context for Planning

This chapter summarizes the Iraffic and parking
analysis performed 10 supperl the preparation of
the Downlown Calonsville Plan. In response 1o
the concems raised by Catonsville 2000 and
Baftimore County, ihe analysis concenirated on
tralfic and parking along Frederick Roadbetween
the Baltway and Beaumonl Avenue.

The description of issues and possile opporu-
nities for improvement presented in the following
sections has been organized 10 provide the
contexl far making individual decisions about
each streel and parking place in the downlown.
Specilic recommendalions are provided in
.Ghapter 7, Design Plan, for each block along
Frederick Road.

A.  IBAFFIC
Ad.  Current Conditions

Citizens of Calonsville sense that driving

through Their downtown is nol atways a pleasamt
experience. Frequent delays on Frederick Road
are caused by molorisls making both left and
right turns imo off-sireet parking lols The large
number of driveway entrances and exits leads to
disruption and polential accidents. The gale-
ways to lhe downlown provide |he motorist with
unexpecied changes in driving requirements.
Motorists from the easl who have jusl left |he
Beftway or who have been travelling at relalively
high speeds on Frederick Road east of the
Beliway are confronled wilh numerous slow-
mawving vehicles making luming movements.
Traftic travels in an undisciplined way on 22-lool
wide lanes. Motorisls Irom the wesl generally
are leaving relatively rural driving conditions and

find themseives in whal is relatively heavy Iraffic
with [requent slops. When ihe large number o
driveways and interseclions is added to the
radical change in driving enavironment, accidents
are quite fkely.

One ol the lrustrating characlerislics of lhe
downtown Calonsville streel pattern is thal there
are viflually no easi-west streels 1o aliow
circulation withoul travelling on Frederick Road.
The sireel density-1hal is the number ol sireels
in 1he grid—is very low, particutarly when com-
pared wilh other similar smafl towns ol equiva-
jert age. The narrow side streets cause
molorists lo reduce speeds and lead to possible
accidents.

Surprisingly, almost 80% ol lhe Irallic on Freder-
ick Aoad appears to be residents ol Catonsvilte
of visilors to the downtown for shopping or
business purpeses. Cur Lhrough tralfic survey
{see Appendix B) indicated that only 21% of the
afiemoon peak period traffic proceeded through
the downlown withoul stopping.

Much of the traffic disruption, detays and minor
accidents may be the resuft of the large number
ol driveways and inlersecling sireets which
create conflict poinls along Frederick Road. In
slightly more than 1/2 mile (2,800 leel) there are
23 or 24 driveways or sireet inlersections on
each side of Frederick Road {see Table 5.1}.
This is an average spacing of just over 100 feel
helween peinls where a molorist can make a
jurn or a vehicle can exil. Since many of the
driveways and intersecting stree!s are nol
opposite each other, lhe actual spacing between

conflict painls is somewhat below a 100 leel but
mare than 50 leel. Thus, lhere are a large
number of opportunilies for polenlial accxdlenls
caused by vehicles slowing lo make tums,
crossing in fronl of opposing tralhe or trying to
exil from a wayside developmenl to the read-
way.

AJd.a.

Area-wide traffic palterns including north-scuth
traffic through movements through Catonsville
are under study by the Balimore Regional
Council ol Governmenls (COG}) and Ihe Balti-
more County Trallic Depariment. The existing
dala seem lo indicale that growing road traffic
presents a significant through trathic

problem for The section of Frederick Road lying
wesl of South Rolling Road. The dala are rol
so clear about the amount of through traflic
using Bloomsbury and Ingleside Averues. The
sludy now underway by Battimore Reqicnal
COG will be able to indicate possible iralfic
impacls on Catonsville slreels caused by
proposed major developments al the HMBC
Campus. other major developmenl projecis in
Ihe soulhwest sector ol Ballimore Counly and by
the complelion of -195.

Alb, Transit

Catonsville lies wilhin Ihe Frederick/Woodlawry
Rallimore corridar as defined by Ihe Maryfand
Departmeni of Transportation in its Slatewide
Commitiee Assistance Study. The preliminary
assessmenl reporled in “A Sludy of the Appro-
priateness and Applicabilily of Lighl Rail Transi
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Aside Irom the commercial and residential areas
ol Catonsville isell, new major sources ol traffic
coult include Ihe redeveloped German Chii-
dren’s Home and Spring Grove State Hospital,
Ahhough traffic [rom 1hese sites could use town
streets, access roads could be required to lead
fraflic away Iromn Calonsvilie center. Therelore,
traffic rom devetopmenis at 1these two siles plus
the proposed UMBC Research Park should use
Wilkens Avenuea rather than Frederick Aoad.

AJld, Prncipal kssues

1. The delineation and configuration ol
Frederick Road throughout downlown
Catonsville musi retlect the type ol develop-
menl desired and be compatible with adjoin-
ing land uses. Within lhis context each ol
ihree segmenis ol lhe street is trealed differ-
ently. -

a. The“Eastern Galeway segment
represents lhe entrance o the 1own be-
ginning al the Beltway and exiending
west 1o the Calonsville Elementary
schoci. The jand use in this section is
auto-onented with commercial proper-
lies sel back from the road and wilh off-
sireel parking iots belween the sireels
and businesses.

b. The "Village Core.” extends Iromihe
elemenlary school wesl 1o Melvin
Avenue. Here the businesses adjein the
sidewalk, and parking is eilher along lhe
curh or in ofi-street lots behind the
businesses.

c.  Wesl of Mekvin Avenue lies lhe "Wesl-
ern Gateway” which is again somewhat
more auto orienled.

tn 1he Galeway seclions, there is room lo
reduce |he Frederick Road cross-section
from 1wo 22-fool lanes to a pair of 17-foot
lanes with a 10-lool median. The ten-lool
median will provide for conlrelleg leli-lurn
lanes thereby reducing the number of conflict
points. The 17-fcot lanes will discipline
tralfic flow somewhat betier than the wider
22-1oot lanes but will slill allow Ihe passing ol
vehicles which are atlempting to make a
righl tum inte an adjoining business. Inthe
Village Core area, curbside parking should
be retained and Ihe median replaced with a
center line. A special turn lane analysis
needs lo be done lor the inlerseclion of
Frederick Boad wilh ingleside/Bloomsbury
Avenue, but a preliminary analysis indicated
a need lor separate lelt lum lanes on each
approach. Curbside parking on Frederick
Road will be removed only where absolutely
necessary to allow for one through lane and
one lefl turn lane in each direction,

Should there be new roads built to provide a

denser nelwork of circulation streeis? s

extremely difficult in a devetoped lown wilh
the charm and heritage of Catonsville 1o find
rights-of-way for new sireets. Consequenlly,
projecls have 1o be small in scope and
sensitively designed. We have idenldied a
possible street extension of Orban Avenue
belween Ingleside Avenue and Egges Lane
with upgrading between Ingleside Avenue
and 5! Timothy's Lane. To Lthe soulh ol

Frederick Road, the alley between Mellor
Avenue and Newburg Avenue should be up
graded for circulalion Iraflic. Implemeniaton
ol these improvements could heip relieve
tralfic congestion and allow lor circulation
within The downtown wilhout using Frederick
Aoad, and also reducing traffic in neighbor-
hoods.

Diversion ol regional through traftic through
provision of relief routes or olher means. n
the Frederick Road Gornidor 1he only east-
west alternatives to Frederick Road are
Edmondson Avenue and Wikens Avenue.
These parallel roads lie in the same general
corridor al some distance from Frederick
Road. We anticipate that designing the
Gateway and Village Core sections of
Frederick Road lo lecus on serving the ad
joining land uses will tend to prevenl
Frederick Road !rem becoming more altrac-
tive to through traflic in the lulure, Conse-
quertly, lhis will encourage traffic from
Batimore destined lor points west ol
Calonsville 10 use Edmondson Avenue of
Wilkens Averue. Currently the percentage
ol through Iralfic on Frederick Avenue is not
large {21%:).

Improving tralfic llow by consolidating iner-
seclions and driveways. The numerous off-
set interseclions are diflicult o signalize and
presenl micro congeslion problems since
trallic going north and south must termporar-
ily use Frederick Road as par o their Irip.
One opportunily to alleviale this congestion

problem is through refocation ol Egges Lane,

moving the roadway west to an akgnmen
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5.4a

CATONSVILLE 2000
ANALYSIS

REAT YATD PARHING fpge 5.4, Sec.
A3, Moo H
The Goscd agrees with this recommenda Lion

AORDAN ALLEY DR LANE lpege 3.4, Sec,
A4, Ho 40

Upgrade Orban Alley between 51, Timoily
Lane to [nTleside Avemuc in order 1o nchiove
acditionai access capebilities Afsa bry Lo
add perpendicufar parking along the ulley on
lhe north side, We feel 1his should be just
an access ALLEY with the primary purpasc
to scrve the rear parking [er the re 141§
stores, some of which have no parking, and
alse helping e retail siores on the south
side of Frederick Rosd.  Some ol those

slores boing Peirson Travel, Appalochian
Bluezrass and Shepherd’s Plece.

ORDAN ALLEY TO EGGES LANE lpaye
3 %, See. AL, Ho. 4l

Consabidation of parking lols and gxlension
of Qrben Alley west from lngleside Avenue
1w Egges Lane would also provide rewor
mocess o the Parkimg Autharity Lol as wiz
as e businesses Iocated in thal areh.
Orban Lane should connecl with Jones
Avenue and then to the Parking Auctherily
lol and on 1o Egges Loane. A camprehensive
develogment plun should be created [or this
entire mrea, Defore any additansal
developmenl lkes place.

NEVENUE PARKING LOT (page 5.4, 5Sec.
A, Ho 3)

Pricrily should be given to gaining &n BCCESS
1o Eques Lane, Melrose Avenue of Ingleside
Avenue from the Revenue Authority Lot.
At presenl the use of Jones Avenuc 1o
Melrose Avenue eppears to be the most
likely., A comprehensive gevelopment plan
should be creaied and menged mip 1he
Calonsville Masier Plen.  Wih the clasing
af the Nardee's stare and the passibfe
availability of a1l the parcels around Che
Ttevenus lot, mow is the best Hime to eeAls
an orderly and plunned development of this
arca. Care shoubd be laken mat averbuoild,
which would incrense parhing problems and
be unfair o present businesses
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Page 5.5a

CATONSVILLE 2000
ANALYSIS

WADE AVEHUE [pege 5.5, Sec. A4, Ho. 101
Aany ol ihe Dusincsses o frederick Rouad
zet business [ram Spring Grove and clasing
could sdversely affecl \heir business  While
tie closing of Spring Grove's Wade Avenue
access [except [or emergency vehizcles] hos
some traflhc appeal, [urlher murlie Ling
analysis should be done before chaaging
sla s,

Additionsl Catonsyille 2090, lne. Commenls:

IS0PS LANE tpege 5%, Sac, ALh, Noo L1)
Widen both Bishops Lane and Blogmingoale
aveoue from Frederick Road i9 Bloamsbary
Avenue. This intludes moving the utilily

poles buck,

SMITU LANE {page 5.%, Sec. A, Ho (]
Make il one-way necth to Frederick Road.

BLOOMINGDALE AVENUE {page %.3, Sec.
A.4, Now t3D

Realign Dlcomingdate At the interseciion of
Blogmsbury Avente. This would eliminale
the dog leg at Bloomshury Avenue, and
make & safer intersection.

Tir DLOCK FREPERICK rOAD lpage 5.5,
Sec. A4, Hoo 11D

if the rear of this Diock thpuld lwtler be
redeveloped A More GeN3E rosd sysiem for
that eres would have 1o e included in the
Flen.

107 10 729 FREDERICK ROAD lpage .3,
Sec. A.4, Ho. 13}

There is a $lorm drain loceled in the rear of
these stores which ¢hould be covered
Covering  this drain would allow [or the
consaligstion of parking lots which weg hopo
would creale many mors parking Sreces

RELOQCATE WINTERS LAHT AT
FREDERICK ROAD lpege 3.3, Gec. A4, Ho.
16}

Relecete Winlers Lape 10 the eear of
Schileupner's Liquor Store, 900 Frederick
Mowd, so thal il aliyns wilh Mewburgd
Avenue. This would eliminate ne dog-leg
thal now crecgles Some congestion. This
could possinly open 1P Seme parking ar
delivery entrancesnol on Trederick Noad

- .. '

r
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Catonsville Design Study

5.7

the restauranis along Frederick Road. Many of

1he other businesses appear lo have suficienl
rear yard parking or front yard parking, paricu-
larty those focaled im the gateway areas. A
major generalor of illegal parking and, conse-
qurently, ol trallic disruption is the loading
requirements in the 700, 800 and 900 blocks ol
the Village Core. This problem will require
detailed analysis particularly to locale rear yand
loading zones where passible, One solulon
would include designaling curbside loading
zones and policing for proper use o keep out
aulomobiles during the moming and early
attemoon, in paricelar, and o reduce illegal
curb side parking.

B.4.  Princlpal Issves

1. We wanl 1o keep accessible, allordable
parking plus promole good Iraflic circulation
in downlown Catonsville, There is an
inherent conflict in these two objeclives
because curl side parking disrupls trattic

fkrw bl curh side parking also provides easy

and necessary access to businesses.

cial parking on residential land uses. This
can be helped by improved commercial

- parking and through diigen! enforcement of
residential parking reslrictions it thal be-
Comes necessary.

3. Ingeneral the parking quantity appears
sullictent for Calonsville's immediate needs,

but it is poorly distributed. One solution is 1o

coordinale and manage lhe parking in fronl
ol and behind neighboring businesses. This
requires considerable collaboration and

We wan! o minimize 1he impact ol commer-

agreements including resolution of hiligation
and liability queshans,

4. The current curbside parking cannol remain
in areas where a median is installed io
provide left lurn bays such as in the Gale-
way section. Curbside parking may be
relained where il supports the Village Core
with ils pedesirian environment and busi-
nesses built lo the sidewalk line,

5. Parking restriclions during peak hour can be
implemenied lo increase Iraltic llow should
Ihal be desirable, bul this would tend 0
conflict with 1he idea of relaining 2 slow-
paced environment for shoppers and pedes-
trians,

6. Current parking charges seem unreasonably

low, and enfarcement is nol vigorous enough.

B3,

1. OH-sireel parking in privale lols should be
combined lor betier ulilizalion. The aggre-
galion of smafi lols in Lhe Gateway areas
would allow a reduclion in driveways thereby
reducing conllict and helping improve traflic
llow on Frederick Road.

2. Provision of rear exits to parking lots,
consolidalion of rear yard parking, and con-
nection lg lront yard parking. Cuslomers
and delivery vehicles could enler lrom either
Iront or rear and exit from other side reduc-
ing circulalion requirements,

3. improve signage directing molorisls to the
Revenue Aulhonly Lol to increase use, A

third lier recommendation is lo consider 3
traffic signal a1 the Authorily Lol

Examine each ol 1the exisling curhy melers lor
relention or removal. Special consideration
should be given o reguirements lfor turning
movements, stacking lanes, and line-ol sight
requirements al driveway enlrances and
slreel inlersection.

Restructure parking meler fees. As dis-
cussed above the curh melers shoukd be set
Ior a one hour or lwo hour maximum time
limit with a $0.25 or $0.50 per hour [ee. The
Authority Lot should be kep!l al some lower
lee schedule [$0.15 10 $0.20 per hour), The
time himit on the Avlhority Lot sheuld be no
more than 9 or 10 hours. There seems o be
no need 1o charge parking fees in he
evening, lor i doesn’l seem to he needed for
conlrol purposes, nor does it seem o be en
lorced.

Arrange for increased enlorcemenl to reduce
“meler teeding™; preserve curb spaces for
customers rather than employees. Enforce-
ment will also reduce illegal parking in
locations which inhibit smooth llow al inler
seclions.

Dekveries lo most business can be accom-
plished fram back 1ol or Ironl ot locations.
Only the businesses on lhe nonh side of the
300 block of Frederick Aoad appear to lack
adequate facilities {their lot is 1oc smail for
delivery Irycks}. Possible solution is to shift
center line of Frederick Road soulh approxi-
mately 4" 1o allow lor lwo 13’ through lanes,
a 10 median and an & wide lgading zone
lane i that block.

CATONSYILLE 2000
ANALYSIS

ENTRANCES ALOMG FRENCRICHK ROAT
Tooge 5.7, Sec. 0.5, Mo, L]

The Dowed egrees that the aggregation of
emall lols in the sudy arce would dilos a
redection in drivewsys, lheereby reducing
conflict and helping improve rsllic MNow on
Frederick Road

METER FEES (page 5.7, Sec. A.5, No. 5)
The meters ulong Crederick Road need (o be
increased to discourvge all duy parking. The
curt meters should be sel for 8 one (1] hour
maximum Lime bimil, with a mainuem $0.25
per hall-hour [es. The Authority Lot shouid
be kept st some lower [2e schedule (30.15 o
$0.20 per hourl. The time limit on [he
Authority Lot should be no more then 8 oe 9
hours. There scems to be no need 1o charfe
parking [=zes in the evenlng, for it doestl
seem 1o be needed for conlrol puUrposcs. nor
does it seem 1o be enforced. The Dourd also
feeis that the [irst six (6] melers on Lhe
Revenue Authority Lot closest to Trederick
Reed should be the same premium fec as are
the melers directiy on Frederick Road

ENFORCEMENT [pege 5.7, Sec. ALS, Ya. O]
Arcanze {or increased enfarcernent o
reduce "meter feeding” and 1o preserve curb
speces for customers rather than employees.
Enforceinent will also reduce ilegal parking
in locelions which inhibit smooih [fow &t
intersections. Enforce the speediny laws.

DELIVERY ZONES {page 3.7, Sec. D.5, Ho.
B

Commercial loading end unloading of
o livaries should be provided in the Villuye.
$f Winters Lane is realigned with Newberg
Avenue, the abandoned part of Winters Lane
could be & good pluce for o delivery drop-off
Zahe,

- - - - - - -1 -"---..-..--‘---1-
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